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him, and he could not undertake to investigate and adjust
them. Quite a discussion took place in which the President,
Mr. Bates, and Mr. Stanton took the principal part.* It was
not made distinctly to appear how these plantations came
into the hands of Mr. Flanders, the Treasury agent.1 All
who were present, except Mr. Bates and myself, seemed to
take it for granted that it was legitimate and proper. They
said the law had prescribed how abandoned plantations
became forfeit. Mr. Stanton said he had given the subject
great attention and most thorough investigation, and he
made a somewhat emphatic and labored argument, telling
the President (very properly I think) he could not,' and
ought not to, take upon himself the details of these em-
barrassing questions; that when Admiral Farragut and
General Butler took possession of New Orleans, many of
the inhabitants fled, leaving their plantations, and kept
themselves within the Rebel lines; thousands of negroes
were left unprovided for. It became necessary for the gov-
ernment to provide for them; the military authorities had
taken up their deserted plantations and seized others, and
let them out for the negroes to work. When Mr. Chase got
his Treasury agents at work, it was thought best to turn
these plantations over to him. After a little time, Chase
became sick of his bargain, and desired the War Depart-
ment to retake possession and responsibility but he (S.) had,
declined.

Mr. Bates wanted a definition of "abandoned." Was it
"abandonment" for a man to leave his home with his
family and go for a few months to the North, or to Cuba,
or to Richmond? etc. Mr. Stanton said the statute made
that clear, but Mr. Bates thought Congress, though they
made law, did not make dictionaries. I put the question if a
man had two plantations, one in Alabama and one in Louis-
iana, at the time of the capture of New Orleans, and he,
being in Alabama, remained there, within the Rebel lines,
attending to his private domestic affairs, whether [that
would be an abandonment of his Louisiana plantation so